
Pik Rite Inc.                                                                                                                                     Phone 800-326-9763 
60 Pik Rite Lane                                                                                                                              Fax 570-523-8175 
Lewisburg, PA 17837                                                    MAY 2020                                             www.pikrite.com  

 

 

 

OPERATION AND PARTS MANUAL 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 | HR550 Manure Spreader 2020 | Pik Rite Inc. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some illustrations may not represent the spreader model you have; however, the 
principles of operation and maintenance are the same.  If you have questions specific to 
your spreader please contact your dealer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIFICATIONS AND DESIGN SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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OPERATION MANUAL          INTRODUCTION 
 
TO THE NEW OPERATOR OR OWNER 
 
Since 1986 Pik Rite equipment has been developed by people who work as hard as you do in the 
fields, on the farm and on site. Our goal is to deliver products that get the job done with the most 
ÅÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏÕÇÈȟ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÁÂÌÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÎȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÇÏÔ 
your back. 
 
This manual is provided to all our customers of newly manufactured manure spreaders to create 
an awareness of all maintenance expectations and dangers that may be encountered when 
owning this equipment. This manual should be kept for all future references. Please review these 
operating instructions carefully, then sign and date the last page of this document and return it to 
Pik Rite Inc. for processing. This will activate your warranty and verify that you have read and 
understand the following operating instructions and warnings. In the event you have questions 
or encounter other applications not discussed in this manual, please call before proceeding. 
 
Congratulations and Thank You  for choosing a quality manure spreader manufactured by Pik 
Rite Inc. WÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ, and we appreciate your patronage. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF OPERATION 
 
The legacy of the 2-stage hydraulic push began with the John Deere Hydra-Push spreaders. Pik 
Rite continues the tradition with the Hydra-Ram series, which are designed to efficiently and 
uniformly spread manure. Equipped with a double hydraulic cylinder these spreaders also have a 
sliding floor. Each Hydra-Ram spreader is built to withstand the demands of farm life. All side 
and floor panels are constructed with a laminated poly covered finish for maximum strength and 
durability.  
 
Less Compaction ɀ This line of tough machines uses both a sliding floor and a moving front panel 
to deliver the material to the beaters. The sliding floor is pushed back first, using an engineered 
hydraulic cylinder. When fully extended, the front panel moves back to unload the box 
completely. 
 
Less Maintenance ɀ The Hydra-Ram is engineered to get the job done with fewer moving parts. 
This design efficiency extends the life of the spreader while requiring less maintenance and 
down-ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅÒȭÓ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔȢ !ÕÇÅÒ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ 
into clumps, causing uneven distribution and increased wear on the beater system. The 2-stage 
hydraulic push technology greatly reduces compaction and provides optimal clean-out. 
 
Less Time, Spread Faster ɀ The Hydra-Ram 2-stage push system delivers the material to the 
beaters at an even and controlled speed. Manual and/or electric over hydraulic flow controls 
allow you to unload the material faster than auger or side sling machines. 
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OPERATION MANUAL                 SAFETY
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

RECOGNIZE SAFETY INFORMATION 

This is the safety-alert symbol.  When you see this symbol on your 
machine or in this manual be alert to the potential of physical injury.  
 
Obey all safety messages that follow this symbol to avoid possibly 
injury or death.  
 
 
 
 
 

UNDERSTAND SIGNAL WORDS 

A signal word ɀ DANGER, WARNING, or CAUTION ɀ is used with the 
safety-alert symbol.  DANGER identifies the most serious hazards. 
 
DANGER  indicates a hazardous situation which, if not avoided, will  result 
in death or serious injury. 
 
WARNING  indicates a hazardous situation which, if not avoided, could 
result in death or serious injury. 
 
CAUTION  indicates a hazardous situation which, if not avoided, could 
result in minor or moderate injury. 
 
NOTICE  is used to address practices not related to physical injury. 
 
SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS  are used to indicate specific safety-related 
instructions or procedures. 
 
 
 

FOLLOW SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS 

Carefully read all safety messages in this manual and on your machine 
safety labels. 
 
Learn how to operate the machine and how to use controls properly.  Do 
not let anyone operate without instruction. 
 
Keep your machine in proper working condition.  Unauthorized 
modifications to the machine may impair the function and/or safety and 
affect machine life. 
 
If you do not understand any part of this manual and need assistance, 
contact your Pik Rite dealer. 
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SAFETY
REPLACE SAFETY LABELS 

Keep safety labels in good condition.  Replace missing or damaged safety labels.  Be sure new equipment 

components and repair parts include the current safety labels.  Replacement safety labels are available from your 

Pik Rite dealer ɉ3ÅÅ Ȱ&ÒÏÎÔ $ÅÃÁÌÓȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ3ÉÄÅ $ÅÃÁÌÓȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÔÓ -ÁÎÕÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ.) 
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SAFETY
 

 KEEP SHIELDS IN PLACE 

Do not operate spreader without safety shields in place. 
 
Rotating parts can crush or dismember causing death or personal injury. 
 
Disconnect PTO driveline and hydraulic lines from tractor before 
removing shields for adjustment or service. 
 
 

 PROTECT BYSTANDERS 

Never operate the spreader near people. 
 
Do not place rocks, timbers or other solid objects in the spreader. 
Objects can be thrown great distances causing injury to people. 
 
 

 WEAR PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 

Wear close fitting clothing and safety equipment 
appropriate to the job. 
 
Prolonged exposure to loud noise can cause impairment or loss of 
hearing. 
 
Wear a suitable hearing protective device such as earmuffs or earplugs to 
protect against objectionable or uncomfortable loud noises. 
 
Operating equipment safely requires the full attention of the operator. 
Do not wear radio or music headphones while operating machine. 
 
 
 

 USE SAFETY LIGHTS AND DEVICES 

Slow moving tractors, self-propelled equipment and towed implements or 
attachments can create a hazard when driven on public roads. They are 
difficult to see, especially at night. Avoid personal injury or death 
resulting from collision with a vehicle. 
 
Flashing warning lights and turn signals are recommended whenever 
driving on public roads. To increase visibility, use the devices provided 
with your machine. For some equipment, install extra flashing warning 
lights. 
 
Keep safety items in good condition. Replace missing or damaged items. 
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SAFETY
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 KEEP RIDERS OFF MACHINE 

Riders are subject to injury such as being struck by foreign objects and 
ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅȢ 2ÉÄÅÒÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÏÂÓÔÒÕÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÖÉÅ× 
resulting in the machine being operated in an unsafe manner 
 
 
 
 

 PARK SPREADER SAFELY 

Park spreader on a level surface and block wheels. 
 
Close endgate. 
 
Secure jackstand with pin. 
 
 
 
 

 PREPARE FOR EMERGENCIES 

Be prepared if a fire starts. 
 
Keep a first aid kit and fire extinguisher handy. 
 
Keep emergency numbers for doctors, ambulance service, hospital, and 
fire department near your telephone. 
 
 
 
 

 USE A SAFETY CHAIN 

A safety chain will help control drawn equipment should it accidentally 
separate from the drawbar. 
 
Using the appropriate adapter parts, attach the chain to the tractor 
drawbar support or other specified anchor location. Provide only enough 
slack in the chain to permit turning. 
 
See your Pik Rite dealer for a chain with a strength rating equal to or 
greater than the gross weight of the towed machine. Do not use safety 
chain for towing. 
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SAFETY
 

 OPERATE SPREADER SAFELY 

Rotating parts can entangle or strike people, resulting in death or 
personal injury. 
 
Never enter a spreader while in operation. 
 
Operate the spreader from the tractor seat only. 
 
Do not exceed load capacity of the spreader. (See Transport section) 
 
Reduce speed when turning or traveling on rough terrain. Avoid traveling 
over loose fill, rocks, ditches or holes. 
 
When working on inclines or slopes, travel uphill or downhill. Keep 
tractor in gear when traveling downhill. 
 

 STAY CLEAR OF RAISED ENDGATE 

Contact with a lowering endgate can cause death or personal injury. 
 
Lower endgate and disconnect hydraulic lines before 
servicing or adjusting. 
 

 STAY CLEAR OF ROTATING DRIVELINES 

Entanglement in rotating driveline can cause serious 
injury or death. 
 
Keep tractor master shield and driveline shields in place at all times. Make 
sure rotating shields turn freely. 
 
Wear close fitting clothing. Stop the engine and be sure PTO driveline is 
stopped before making adjustments, connections, or cleaning out PTO 
driven equipment. 
 

 STAY CLEAR OF ROTATING BEATER 

Rotating beater can entangle or strike causing death or personal injury. 
 
Do not clean out or service spreader while beater is 
rotating. 
 
Disconnect PTO driveline and make sure all parts have stopped rotating 
before cleaning or servicing. 
 
Do not cut or weld on vertical beater attachment.  
Serious injury or death could occur when operating.  
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SAFETY 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 AVOID HIGH-PRESSURE FLUIDS 

Escaping fluid under pressure can penetrate the skin causing serious 
injury.  
 
Avoid the hazard by relieving pressure before disconnecting hydraulic or 
other lines. Tighten all connections before applying pressure. 
 
Search for leaks with a piece of cardboard. Protect hands and body from 
high pressure fluids. 
 
If an accident occurs, see a doctor immediately. Any fluid injected into the 
skin must be surgically removed within a few hours or gangrene may 
result. Doctors unfamiliar with this type of injury should reference a 
knowledgeable medical source. 
 
 

 SERVICE SPREADER SAFELY 

To help prevent personal injury caused by unexpected movement, be sure 
to service spreader on level surface. 
 
If spreader is connected to tractor, disengage PTO, engage parking brake 
ÁÎÄȾÏÒ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ Ȱ0!2+ȟȱ ÓÈÕÔ ÏÆÆ ÅÎÇÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÏÖÅ ËÅÙȢ 
 
If spreader is detached from tractor, block wheels and use safety stands to 
prevent movement. 
 
Replace all shields after lubricating or servicing. 
 
 

 REDUCE SPEED WHEN TOWING LOADS 

Braking to stop towed loads from transport speeds can cause the towed 
load to swerve and upset. Reduce speed if towed load weighs more than 
the tractor and is not equipped with brakes. 
 
Follow recommended speed-weight ratio guidelines: 
 
Ɇ -ÁØÉÍÕÍ ÓÐÅÅÄ ÉÓ ςπ ÍÐÈ ɉσς ËÍȾÈɊ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÏ×ÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄÓ ÅÑÕÁÌ ÔÏ ÏÒ 
less than the tractor. 
 
Ɇ 2ÅÄÕÃÅ ÓÐÅÅÄ ÔÏ ρπ ÍÐÈ ɉρφ ËÍȾÈɊ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÏ×ÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÑÕÁÌ 
and up to double the tractor weight. 
 
Ɇ $Ï ÎÏÔ ÔÏ× ÌÏÁÄÓ ÅØÃÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÃÔÏÒ ×ÅÉÇÈÔȢ 
 
Ɇ 5ÓÅ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÁÕÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÏ×ÉÎÇ ÌÏÁÄÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÁÄÖÅÒÓÅ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅ 
conditions, when turning, and on inclines 
 


































































































































































